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Washmgton, D.C. 20520

FEB -3 2006

| ,,vﬁ-,rDear Senator Obarna°

o T hank you for your letter of J: anuary 6 to the President regardmg his
e .:f..decrsron to appoint Ellen Sauerbrey to be Assistant Secretary of State for the
- - Bureau of Population, Refugees and Mrgratlon (PRM) The Whrte House
" has askedus to respond on 1ts behalf .

+ . The President and Secrutary Rlce have every conﬁdence in Ms i
- Sauerbrey’s ability to effectively lead PRM. " Assistant Secretary Sauerbrey
~has years of valuable experience Worklng at the United Nations on women’ S
- and human rights issues. ‘This experience, her extensive professronal work -
with vulnerable populations 1nclud1ng refugees and conflict victims around * |
- the world, and her services in{the Maryland Hous¢ of Delegates is further i ff;
Vtestament to her superb quahﬁcatlons for thrs position.

, ~ Over the years, Congress has demonstrated strong blpartlsan support

~ for the humanitarian assistance and refugee admissions programs managed. -
by PRM. We look forward to continuing to work with you and others in the
vCongress on these v1tally 1mportant programs o o

Please feel free to contact us_ further 0n this or any:r'natter:'of coneern o

to you
','_S'ifri,cerely, B
Jeffrey T. Bergner A
| Assistant Secretary
Leglslatrve Affarrs o
o The'Honorable
‘ Barack Obama,

Unlted States Senate
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T am writing to express my grave concem and disappointment over your decision to

" install Ellen Sauerbrey through a recess appointment to the post of Assistant Séqri:tary*Of'State" ey
. for Refugees, Population and Migration. As a result of this decision, there will be no further .
"/ *Senate debate on her nomination.  For a position of such critical importance, this is simply

-~ unacceptable.

. The head of this State Department bureau is responsible for overseeing a budget of close

j'tlo $?1f_'bikllidn" and coordinating with private relief groups and other international organizations, = =

S  including the United Nations, to get adequate food, protection, and other cruci
- camps. This post has typically been filled by individuals with extensive expe
. these areas. Ms: Sauerbrey lacks the credentials and qualifications of her pred

rience in precisely
ecessors in this .~

- position and, according to the New York Times, has “zero experience” in working on these -

+ This bureau currently faces several major challenges, including protecting refugees in the . .
~ Darfur region of Sudan, and survivors of the Pakistani earthquake. In additiontothe .
E huﬁianitarian stakes of these refugee crises, the national security stakes of this job could notbe PEss

" higher; it is no secret that refugee camps are increasingly becoming conduits for recruitment by

e international terrorist organizations. These high stakes demand our most effectiveresponse. 1 =

L ‘am simply ot confident that Ms. Sauerbrey is up to thxs task.

 Itisunfortunate that you have neglected the Senate’s advice and consent role and e
- installed Ms. Sauerbrey through a recess appointment. I urge you to reconsider this decision. S

 Sincerdly,

B ‘ ' Barack Obama =
S oo United States Senator
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