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·United States Department of State 

Washington, DC 20520 

www.state.gov 

I AUG 18 2003 
loe~r Mr. Ehlers: 

. . . 

The President has asked ihat the Department of State 
respond to your letter of July 24 regarding the issue of 
sending u.s~ troops to Liberia. 

: The.situation in Liberia is a major concern to the 
iunited States, and we are actively considering how we can 
ibest support international efforts to help Liberia return 
!to peace and the rule of law. As President Bush pledged on 

· i July 30, " ... [the United States] will... take the. necessary 
'steps to get ECOWAS in place so that we can deliver aid and 
~help to suffering Liberians." Qn August 14, U.S. Marines 
I . . . 

secured Roberts Field and assisted .Nigerian forces in 
!securing the port. We will contihue to coordinate with. 
I ECOWAS on how to facilitate the.· deployment· of further 
1peacekeeping forces to the country and support the ECOWAS 
!mission. In addition a U.S. military team is in Monrovia 
:to assess how best to address Liberia's humanitariah 
'situation, and the Iwo Jima Marine Expeditionary Unit 
remains offshore. 

. Our immediate priorities in Liberia are to achieve 
lpeace, · stop the bloodshed, and address 'humanitarian 
icohcerns. To accomplish this, ·as the . President has said; 
iMr ~ Taylor had to leave Liberia. He has now done so. We 
hope this . now allows us, in coord.:Lnation with the ECOWAS 

! . • .· . . • . . ·. 

~forces, to put in place the ~ecurity and political 
situation in the country to start relief efforts and begiri 
,to rebuild Liberia. 

Much remains to be done in order to achieve our 
!1onger,-term goals. . All combatants. must be disarmed, 
~emobilized, and reintegrated into society, and the 
!security services must be restructured and retrained~ 
Liberia's economy and infrastructure must be rebuilt, the' 
government must be made transparent, and the environment 
I 

I 

;The· Honorable 
Vernon J. Ehlers, 

House of Representative~~ 

f/cfbv3 O'J /I:;,. i> V _5__. ·. 
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protected. Refugees and other displaced persons must 
go home to a reasonably secure environment with access to 
basic nutrition, sanitation, health care, and education. 
Ti'mely, free and fair elections must take place andthe 

1
Liberians must undergo a national reconciliation process. 

! 

Thank you for your continued interest in Liberia and 
:west Africa. 

I 
• 1 

I hope this information is useful. Please let1 us know 
if-we can be of further assistanceT 

Sincerely, 

~ Pif,t4c.z .. 
Ja es P. Tery 
A ting Assista t Secreta~y 
egislative Affairs 
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Cltangress m tqe ~iteb ;i±ates Df ~nurica 
~Dlls2 uf ~presentatilt.e.s 

Pres~dent George W. Bush 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Deaz; Mr. President, 

;m!f u.s~inghm,. tD- Ci!.. 2D515 

July 24. 2003 

/LC:R~~· 
~~ 

Pf/:{!,(!_ 
~ 

"Y'j _.,_ 

Thank you for recently hosting the White House dinner in recognition of the 9o~ii~'®y 
of fo~er President Gerald R. Ford. It was my great honor and pleasurt::, to attend this di~er .. , .. ~ 
While at the dinner~ I spoke with you I"egarding the situation in Liberia. I am writing to 
reemphasi.ze my thoughts on Liberia. 

' 
I respectfully, but sfrongly, request that you immediately deploy U.S. troops to Liberia. 

Thes~ troops will act as a peacekeeping force, and should work in conjunction with the 
Ecoriomic Community of West African States (ECO WAS) to enforce· a cea.sefrre and 
disru:mament The peacekeeping force should not only ensure the security of the U.S. embassy 
and U.S. citizens in Liberia, but also should develop a clear strategy fot rebuilding peace and a 
stabli;: government in Liberia. 

This position is not just based on my opinion) but on advice from constituent$, For 
decades, the Christian Reformed Church of North .America~ which is headquartered in my 

i district, has provided humanitarian assistance an.d missions outreach in Sierra Leone and Liberia. 
Some of·my constituents who have served in those countries have contacted me. They 
thoroughly understand the situation in Liberia, and they strongly believe that rapid deployment 
of U.S. troops to Liberia is the best comse of action. 

In the past, you have made any depli:>yment of U.S. troops conditional on the departure of 
Presi4ent Charles Taylor. I strongly support removing hjm from power, but believe we must 
take actions to ensure this happens. The atrocities in J..iberia have worsened and the time for 
inacti_on has passed. When Sierra Leone faced similar political unres't in the early 1990s, the 
US. and Great Britain waited too long to intervene. This reluctancetesulted in serious human 
right~ violations including forced rapes, the severance of human limbs, and thousands of 
unnecessary deaths. Without immediate intervention, I am fearful that the conditions in Liberia 
will (lontinue to deteriorate resulting in a major htimanitarian-crisis. 

i 

RECEl\IFO BY 
JUL 2 4 2003 

LACOt<t( 
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President George W. Bush 
July 44, 2003 
Page,2 

;202 2.2.55144 

An international coalition is supportive of U.S. involvement in Liberia. ECOWAS 
requested that the U.S. deploy peacekeeping forces. In addition, the United Nations secretary 
gene~aJ) Kofi Annan, recently urged the U.S. to send troops before it is too late~ 

' ( 

; Your trip to Africa generated much good will and hope for a strong relationship between 
the lJ!.S. and Africa. I am concerned that you will lose the goodwill generated on that trip,if you 
do nqt act soon to deploy U.S. troops. 

Again. I respectfully request that you immediately send U.S. troops to Liberia. A .major 
humapitarian crisis is looming and the time has come for the U.S. to act. 

I ( 

i With best wishes~ I am 

VJE!t:p 

~. }.d.L_ 
Vernon J. Ehlers 
Member of Congress 

Cc: The Honorable Colin Powell, Secret.ary of State 
The Honorable Condoleezza Rice, National Security Advisor 

.• r. 
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·!JP 
United States Department of State 

i 
i 

!Dear Mr. Ehlers: 
i 
i 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

www.state.gov 

AUG 18 2003 

The President has asked that the Department of State 
iespond to your letter of July 24 regarding the issue oL 1 

sending u.s~ troops to Liberia~ 
I 
' The situation in Liberia is a major concern to the 

tjnited States, and we ~re actively considering how we can 
oest support.international efforts to help Liberia return 
to peace and the rule of l.aw. As President . Bush pledged on 
i:fuly 30, " ... [the United States] will... take the necessary 
steps to get ECOWAS in place so that we can deliver aid and 
help tb sufferi~g Liberians." On August 14, U.S. Marines 
decured Roberts Field and assisted Nigerian forces in 
~ecuring the port. We Will continue to coordinate with 
ECOWAS. on how to facilitate ·the deployment of· further 
fieacekeeping forces to the. country and support the ECOWAS 
mission. In addition a U.S. military team is in Monrovia 
t'.o assess how best to address Liberia's humanitarian 

I . 

~ituation, and the Iwo Jima Marine Expeditionary Unit 
iemains offshore. 

Our immediate priorities in Liberia are to achieve 
~eace, stop the bloodshed~ and address humanitarian 
concerns.· To accomplish this, as the President has said, 
Mr. Taylor had. to leave Liberia.. ·He has . now done so. We· 
hope this now allows us, in coordination with the ECOWAS . . 

forces, to put in.place the security and political 
situation in the country to start relief efforts and begin 
~o rebuild Lib~ria. 

. 'Much remains to be done in order to achieve our 
longer-term goals. All combatants must be disarmed, 
d~mobilized, arid reintegrated into society, and the 
security services must be restructured and retrained. 
Lliberia' s economy and infrastructure must be rebuilt, the~. 
gpvernment must be made transparent, and the environment 

Tpe Honorable 
Vernon J. Ehlers / 

House of Representatives. 
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protected. Refugees and other displaced persons must 
g~ home to a reasonably secure environment with access to 
basic nutrition, sanitation, health care, ·and education. 

j' . ' - -: . ' . ' ' ' - ·' 

Timely, free and fair elections must take place and the 
L~berians must undergo a national reconciliation process. 

Thank you for your continued interest in Liberia and 
West Africa. 

I hope this information is useful. Please let us know 
l..f we can be of. further assistance~-· 

Sincerely, 

~:-

~-· ~·-

\_. 

·141033 
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Dear Ml;. Presideqt. . . . . .· . . :r.~ . ~~ rn 
! . ' . . . .· ..•. -. ·_· . · .. ··. .· ' . : ': . . . iJ. ·;; . 0 

·. I Thauk you for tcoently bos~g thC White ID.ruse dinner µi_reoog'Qftlon of the 90~~y : · -
·-~ff~ Ptesident Gerald R. ParcL It was my ~han(ir ·mu1 pleasure to •1-nd this dinner: · ., -
Wmlejat the dinner. I spoke witb j'pu regarding the situation in µberia. I am writing to .. 
reemppasize my thought. ou Uberla · · 

! • 

-· . . i .I r~ectfblly, but,stnmgly, reqilest that you irm:nedia .. ly deploy U.S~ troops to Liberla. 
. Th£se: troops will act as a peacekeeping force, and shoW.d w~ in conjunction with the .. 
· .. E~no.buc Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to emor~e a ceasefire and - .. · · 
. dis--Ollt. . The peacekeeping f(Jrco shOUld not only ewe the secutlty of'tbc u.s~ embassy 

2'D.d.U .S. citizens in Libinia, but l!bo Jhould d~velop a ·clear strategy foi- tebuilding pC&ce ;md a 
. . stable ~vemmel1t in Liberia; .· . . . ·.. . . ·. ' ' . : ". . . . . . . . • . .· ·.'. . ·.·· 

. i. . . . .··- ' ·- . . 
! . . ' . . . . ~ . ' . . . ' ' . ·. > 

I This position is not just based on my opinio11) but Oil advice &om constituent.~ For . . 
decade8. the ChriBtian Rdormcd Chufch. ofNorth.Alnen~ whlQb is headquartered in ;azy· · .· ·_ 
clisfrlct~ has provided hunumitarian assistance and .r;nisslGlls .outreach iii Siena Leane and Liberia· 

. Somo qfiny constituents '\oVho h&v~ ~~m those c:i:n~ntdes ba~ O~Jlt~ me. They . . < . I . 

·· . thoroughly understand. ttie situation in Liberia, and they. strougly believe that lapid deploYJDcnt 
ofU.S.i trQops to Liberia -ls the. best coUtSe of action. · 

I . 
I . .. . . . . "· . . . . .. 

11In the past, yon hav.e ~de illly deployment of U.$. tnSops c.on~tional pn the departure of 
.Ptesi#t Cliarles Taylor~ ··1 s1l1mgly sUppm:t :rem.oVing ~~power. but believe we must · 
' iake ~om ta. ensure this happens. The atrocities'in Jjberia have worsened and the time for 
- inaotio* has passed. WMn Sierra Leone·faced :dmilar political unrest in the. early 1990~, the _ · 

U.S. an~ Great Britain waited too long to intervene. l'hi• reluctance·resulted bl serious human 
. rights v!iola~oll5 mcluding forced rapes, the severanQ, of hwn~ limbs, and thc;»usands of ·. . . 

· · < unu~sary deaths. Without in:imediate iritel'Ventian.· I am'fearfultbatthe conc:litions in Liberia. · · 
wm coi;\thtue to dl!iterio~te resulting in a major humQl'Jilariau Crisis. · , ... · · 

·, 

·.': .... 
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Presid~t George W. Bush 
.~ · July 24. 2003 . 

Page~ 
I 

: An intemationalcoalition is supportive of U~S. involvement in Liberia. ECOW As 
reque~ that the U.S. deploy pe~eekeepi.ng forces. In aclclition, the United Nations secretuy 
genera.I, Kofi Annan, recently u:rged the U.S; to send troops before it is too late~ 

• Yow trip to Africa genei:ated m'Q.ch goad will md hope fOJ' a strong relationship between 
the U.S. and Africa. I am concerned that you will lose the goodwill generated on that trip if you 
do not!act soon to deploy U.S. troops. 

Ag~ I respectfhlly request that you immediately sencl U.S. 1?0ops 1o Liberia A inajar . 
humanit.arian crisis is looming and the time has come for the U.S. to act. . · 

With best wishes, Ism 

~>-~ 
· Vemon J. Ehlers 
Member of Conyeas 

VJE:rn 

Cc: The Honorable Colin Pow~ Secretary of State 
The Honorable Co:nclolee228 Rice, Natiottal Seeurity Advisor-

"'. 

___ , 

1 



dtongress of ±qe ~niteh ~mies of J\merira 
~oust of ~tprtstuhttines 

President George W. Bush 
The 'White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

~as4ingtou, ~· (!L 20515 

July 24, 2003 

-------

Thank you for recently hosting the White House dinner in recognition of the 90111 birthday 
of former President Gerald R. Ford. It was my great honor and pleasure to attend this dinner. 
Whi:le at the dinner, I spoke with you regarding the situation in Liberia. I am writing to 
reeniphasize my thoughts on Liberia. 

I respectfully, but strongly, request that you immediately deploy U.S. troops to Liberia. 
The~e troops will act as a peacekeeping force, and should work in conjunction with the 
Economic Community of West African States (ECO WAS) to enforce a ceasefire and 
disarmament. The peacekeeping force should not only ensure the security of the U.S. embassy 
and U.S. citizens in Liberia, but also should develop a clear strategy for rebuilding peace and a 
stable government in Liberia. 

This position is not just based on my opinion, but on advice from constituents. For 
decades, the Christian Reformed Church of North America, which is headquartered in my 
disti;ict, has provided humanitarian assistance and missions outreach in Sierra Leone and Liberia. 
Some of my constituents who have served in those countries have contacted me. They 
thoroughly understand the situation in Liberia, and t~ey strongly believe that rapid deployment 
of Q.S. troops to Liberia is the best course of action. _, 

In the past, you have made any deployment of U.S. troops conditional on the departure of 
President Charles Taylor. I strongly support removing him from power, but believe we must 
take actions to ensure this happens. The atrocities in Liberia have worsened and the time for 
inaction has passed. When Sierra Leone faced similar political lUU'est in the early 1990s, the 
U.S:. and Great Britain waited too long to intervene. This reluctance resulted in serious human 
rights violations including forced rapes, the severance of human limbs, and thousands of 
unnecessary deaths. Without immediate intervention, I am fearful that the conditions in Liberia 
win continue to deteriorate resulting in a major humanitarian crisis. 



..Pr~s_idq;nt Gedrge W. Bush 
July 24, 2003 
Page7 
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: An international coalition is supportive of U.S. involvement in Liberia. ECO WAS 
reque:sted that the U.S. deploy peacekeeping forces. In addition, the United Nations secretary 
gener'al, Kofi Annan, recently ilrged the U.S. to send troops l;>efore it is too late. 

1 
Your trip to Africa generated much good wilrand hope for a strong relationship between 

the U[.S. and Africa. I am concerned that you will lose the goodwill generated on that trip if you 
do ndt act soon to deploy U.S. troops. 

' Again, I respectfully request that you inimediately send U.S. troops to Liberia. A major 
humanitarian crisis is looming and the time has come for the U.S. to act. 

With best wishes, I am 

VJE:rp 

Vernon J. Ehlers 
Member of Congress 

Cc: ! The Honorable Colin Powell, Secretary of State . 
The Honorable Condoleezza Rice, National Security Advisor 

"'.' ·"'. · .. 
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