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o RadloAddress

- ‘Saturday, June 30, 2007

- Draft #7

Good morn|ng Next week Amencans will gather wrth

j »,frlends and fam|Iy to ceIebrate the Fourth of JuIy

e X Iook forward to spendlng this Independence Day T

T in Martlnsburg West Vlrglnra with the men and women of

o ‘v”the West V|rg|n|a Air Nat|onaI Guard

B On the Fourth of July, we celebrate the courage and

e conV|ct|ons of Amerrca S Founders We remember the

| sprrrt of I|berty that led men from 13 drfferent coIon|es to

- gatherin Phrladelphra and pen the DecIarat|on of

: ._Independence In that revqutronary document they
proclalmed our |ndependence based on the belref that

freedom was God S glft to all mank|nd To defend that -

o freedom, the f|fty s|x Slgners of the DecIaratlon pIedged

their lives, their fortunes and the|r sacred honor | |
_The|r sacr|f|ces bu|It a new Nat|on and created a future of

| _freedom for m|II|ons yet to be born



Today, a new generatlon of Amerlcans has stepped

o ifonNard and vqunteered to defend the |deaIs of our.

'- Nat|on S Found|ng Around the worId our brave men and

o women in un|form are facmg danger to protect their feIIow L

citizens from' harm ‘In Afghanlstan our m|I|tary and NATO‘ o

" fforces are hunt|ng down the TaI|ban and aI Qalda and

f.heIp|ng the Afghan people defend the|r young democracy

- '.And in Iraq Amerlcan and Iraq| forces are stand|ng W|th

y{.-the nearIy 12 million Iraq|s who voted fora future of peace e

| — and oppos|ng ruthIess enemles who want to brlng down

R Iraq S democracy and turn that nat|on |nto a terrorlst safe e

”}haven




“This week I traveled to the NavaI War CoI|ege |n |
_ Rhode IsIand to g|ve an update on the strategy we are
pursumg in Iraq This strategy is- be|ng led by anew |
| commander General DaV|d Petraeus —and a new o

ambassador Ryan Crooker It reoognlzes that ourtop |

o pr|or|ty must be to heIp the Iraq| government and |ts

A seourlty forces protect the|r popuIatlon ~ espeolaIIy n

Baghdad And |ts goal is to heIp the Iraqls make progress' ﬁ

toward reoonolllatlon - and bund a free nation that |
— respects the r|ghts of |ts peopIe upholds the ruIe of Iaw

. and is an ally in the war on terror So Amenoa has sent )

| 're|nforoements to heIp the Iraqis seoure their popuIatlon

b ‘go after the terrorists, |nsurgentS, and militias that are

'- ,|no|t|ng seotanan vroIenoe a’nd\get the oa’pitalgunde“r' |

controI



The last of these re|nforcements arnved in Iraq earI|er

B th|s month and the fuII surge has begun One of our top

| -;--»fcommanders |n Iraq GeneraI Ray Od|erno put it th|s way:‘_ R :

“We are beyond a surge of forces, and we are now |nto a

vsurge ofoperatlons Recently, we Iaunched

Operatlon Phantom Thunder -~ whrch is tak|ng the f|ght to <

o the enemy in Baghdad as well as  its surround|ng reg|ons S




| We are st|II at the beg|nn|ng of th|s offens|ve but we

o are see|ng some hopefuI s|gns We are engag|ng the o

i . enemy and k|II|ng or capturlng hundreds Just this week

our commanders reported the k|II|ng of two sen|or aI Qalda_i_
| "'_Ieaders north of Baghdad W|th|n Baghdad our m|I|tary
»reports that desplte an upward trend in May, sectarlan |
7’murders in the capltal are S|gn|f|cantly down from what |
i ‘they were in January We are aIso f|nd|ng arms. caches at ‘. -
- more than three t|mes the rate of a year ago The enemy
: contlnues to carry out sensatlonal attacks but the number’,
of car bomb|ngs and surcrde attacks has been down |n
“ May and June And because of our new strategy, | \
U S ‘and Iraq| forces are I|V|ng among the peopIe they
| secure W|th the resuIt that many Iraqrs are now com|ng

,fonrvard with |nformat|on on where the terrorlsts are h|d|ng



The fight in Iraq has been tough and |t erI rema|n P
,”d|ff|cult ‘We have lost good men ‘and women in this f|ght

One of those lost was a Marlne Lance Corporal named

Luke Yepsen Inthe spnng of 2005 Luke W|thdrew from SR

o his classes at Texas A&M to Jom the | | -
Unrted States Marines. And |n October 2006 he deponed :
to Iraq where he manned the .20~ caI|ber mach|ne gun on

~a Humvee Six months ago, Luke was k|IIed by a snlper

~wh|Ie on patroI in Anbar Provmce Luke’s father descrlbes. =

. ~ his son 'S sacr|f|ce this way: “Luke d|ed br|ng|ng freedom to |

“"vr"an oppressed people My urgent request |s f|n|sh the

m|ss|on Brlng freedom to the Iraq| people



On th|s Fourth of JuIy, we remember Luke Yepsen |

a _and aII the men and women in un|form who have glven -

the|r I|ves in this struggle They have heIped bnng

freedom to the Irag peopIe and they have heIped make e

,'Amencans more secure. We will not forget their sacnflce o

. We remember the|r loved ones in our prayers And we |

;":_‘glve thanks for aII those from every generatlon who have |

*defended our Nat|on and our freedoms

" Laura and | wish you a safe and happy Fourth of JuIy.'
| | Thank you for I|sten|ng |
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Good mornrng Next week, Amerrcans erI gather wrth friends and .
famrly to celebrate the Fourth of July. | look forward to spendrng this .
lndependence Day in Martinsburg, West Virginia wrth the men and women 3
of the West V|rg|n|a Air Natlonal Guard G

On the Fourth of July, we ceIebrate the courage and convrctlons of
" America’s Founders. We remember the spirit of liberty that led men from
" 13 different colonies to gather in Philadelphia and pen the Declaration of
~ Independence. In that revolutionary document, they proclaimed our
- independence based on the belief that freedom was God'’s gift to all
mankind. To defend that freedom, the fifty-six Signers of the Declaration
pIedged their lives, their fortunes,’ and their sacred honor. Their sacrifices -
_ built a new Natlon and created a future of freedom for m|II|ons yet to be
born. : Fo

' Today, a new generatlon of Amerrcans has stepped fonNard and

'volunteered to defend the ideals of our Nation’s Founding. ‘Around the

world, our brave men and women in uniform are facing danger to protect

their fellow citizens from harm. In Afghanistan, our military and NATO.

1 forces are hunting down the Taliban and al Qaida, and helping the Afghan
- people defend their young democracy. And inlraq, American and Iragi s
forces are standing with the nearly 12 million Iragis who voted for a future
of peace — and opposing ruthless enemies who want to bring down Iraq s
democracy and turn that nat|on into a terrorlst safe haven. :

Thrs week | traveIed to the NavaI War CoIIege in Rhode Island to give -
~an update on the strategy we are pursuing in Iraq. This strategy is berng

~led by a new commander, General David Petraeus — and a new '
. ambassador, Ryan Crocker. It recognizes that our top prrorlty must be to AR
“help the Iragi government and its security forces protect their population —
especially in Baghdad. And its goaI is to heIp the Iraqis make progress "
~ toward reconciliation — and build a free nation that respects the rights of |ts g
‘people, upholds the rule of law, and is an ally in the-war on terror. So '
America has sent reinforcements to help the: Iraqls secure their population . -

. go after the terrorists, insurgents, and militias that are mcntlng sectarian  ’
vrolence . and get the cap|taI under control : : o



The Iast of these re|nforcements arr|ved in Iraq earI|er th|s month =

vand the fuII surge has begun One of ourtop commanders in Iraq, General 3

~ ‘Ray Odierno, put it this way: “We are beyond a surge of forces, and we are,“: |

S ‘now into a surge of operations.” ‘Recently, we launched Operatuon S
- Phantom Thunder — which is. takrng the flght to the enemy in Baghdad as

o ,weII as. |ts surround|ng reg|ons

V We are st|II at the beg|nn|ng of th|s offensrve but we are see|ng some -
hopefuI srgns ‘We are engaging the enemy and killing or captur|ng

~hundreds. Just this week, our commanders reported the killing of two

o ~ senior al Qarda leaders north of Baghdad. Within Baghdad, our m|I|tary

reports that desp|te an upward trend in May, sectarlan murders in the ;f

-+ capital are S|gn|f|cantly down from what they were in January ‘We are aIso .

- finding arms caches at more than three times the rate of a year ago. The = -
. enemy-continues to carry out sensatlonal attacks but the number of car

'ﬁ%bomblngs and suicide attacks has been down in May and June. And

e " because of our new strategy, U.S. and Iragi forces are I|V|ng among the 7

' people they secure — with the result that many Iraq|s are now: comlng
' _foonNard wnth |nformat|on on where the terror|sts are h|d|ng

. The f|ght in Iraq has been tough and it WI|| remain d|ff|cuIt We have;, e
AL Iost good men and women in this flght One of those lost was a Marrne DR H A
‘Lance Corporal named Luke Yepsen In the spring. of 2005; Luke wrthdrew j"; o

from his’ classes at Texas A&M to join the United States Marines.. And in-
'r',October 2006 he deployed to Iraq, where he: manned the . 50 caI|ber
~ machine gun on a Humvee. Six months ago, Luke was killed by a sn|per

L _ while on patrol in Anbar Province. Luke's father describes his son’s .

- sacrifice this way: “Luke died br|ng|ng freedom to an oppressed people

A My urgent request is . f|n|sh the m|SSIon Brlng freedom to theIraq|

On th|s Fourth of JuIy, we remember Luke Yepsen and aII the men |

_ﬂ_-",and women in uniform who have given their lives in this struggIe They S T
~ have helped bring freedom to the Iragi people, and they have helped make
B 'lAmerlcans more secure. We will not forget their sacrifice. We remember A
© 7 theirloved ones in our. prayers. And we give thanks for all those from everyg.:‘ S el

S generatlon who have defended our Natlon and our freedoms ‘ S ‘



Ilstenlng

Drafted by Matt Rob/nson Bill McGurn Marc Th/essen and Chr/s Michel,

Office of Speechwriting - . '
- Office; 202/456 2825 202/456-2553 202/456-21 70, and: 202/456-5860
Cell: | o : : <b)<6) ;

Laura and I wish you a safe and happy Fourth of July Thank you for "
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