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THE PR?SEDENT HAS‘SEE“}"

 United Natlons Secretary. General Luncheon Toast
- September 23, 2003 : -
e 'Draft#4

M. Secretary General dlstlngwshed members of the United Natlons o
communlty, excellencies, ladies and gentIemen Thank you for your
welcome to the United Nations. America is honored that all of you are
~here. Since the founding of the UN more than fifty years ago, my country

~_has been proud to host this organlzatlon And | am pleased to join with you

|n opening the 58“‘ sess|on of the UN General Assembly

Mr. Secretary General Iam grateful for your Ieadershlp From

| Afghanlstan to Iraq, to Liberia and beyond, the United Nations is helping to

~ rebuild shattered nations and bring hope to millions. And the United
- Nations has suffered great loss in this cause. The terrorist attack agalnst

~ the UN headquarters in Baghdad took the lives of twenty-two servants of
peace - including Sergio Vieira de Mello, a man who dedicated his life to
promoting human rights throughout the world. The people of my country
~_mourn with you.. And ‘we share your resolve to contlnue thelr important -

R work.

~ The two years since the September 11th attacks have been a time of
.testlng for all of us. New and ruthless enemies threaten our nations, our
cities, our citizens, and our freedoms. Poverty, disease, and oppression
~challenge our conscience. ‘We gather in this city, at this Assembly, to meet
the urgent challenges of our time. Working together, we are maklng '
progress agalnst these enemles of human dlgnlty . :

Together we can defeat terror. We can help bnng peace to regions ‘-
- where conflict undermines hope. And we can serve the cause of freedom
s whrch Ieads to true peace among natlons o

: Mr Secretary-General W|th admlratlon for you, and confldence |n the
- future of th|s organlzatlon I offer thrs toast to the Unlted Nations. - -
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